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Brief History of Watatic Lake Dam

• The dam was originally built in the early 1900's

• The hurricane in 1938 caused a major dam breach with significant damage

• The town of Ashburnham assumed ownership of the dam in the 1980's which makes the 
town responsible for and liable for the dam maintenance and repair

• Twenty years ago an engineering inspection of the dam determined there were several 
deficiencies; most notably the spillway is inadequate.

• There have been several inspections since, all drawing the same conclusions

• 2010 – The state required an EAP Report (Emergency Action Plan Report). The following 
are the findings from the EAP:

•A major storm would cause another dam failure

•The current dam spillway is inadequate
•The result of a Lake Watatic dam failure:  Loss of property and possibly loss of lives
•The loss of Watatic Lake, Lower Naukeag Lake, Whitney Pond, part of East Rindge 

Road, possibly Sherbert Road and Rt 12
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"Why should I pay for this? I don't use the lake."

• The town of Ashburnham is legally and financially responsible for the 
maintenance and repair of the dam as well as failure outcomes

• It's a long term investment for the town (prevention vs recovery)

• The property on the lake is valued at over $40 million and the town collects 
over $767,887 (based on assessed tax rate)

• Lake Watatic homes would be devalued, resulting in a minimum loss of 
$268,760 per year of tax revenue per year( this does not include Lower 
Naukeag homes)

• Home owners could bring law suits against the town for the loss of value 
and loss of use and enjoyment of their property

• You, the tax payer, would ultimately pay for the result
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